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UFOs reported 
_o_v_e_r_n_u_c_I_ear pl3:iiiS r 

definitely looked at them, and I saw that it was 
not a natural phenomenon or anything I could 
explain' 

SUFFERN, N.Y. - Shaped 
like two enormous upside-down 
soup ·bowls, the objects ho-
vered in the sky just over a dip 
in the Ra1napo n1ountain 
range. 

ThP rf'd-orange rays of the setting 
sun glinted from their silvery llletal-
lic bodies. 

-One remained motionlt:•ss ubon• tile 
hQrizon . while thP other slipped gru-
dually and silently frurn u vertical 
position into a horizonta I one . 

This account of a f l 
t;ighting was not the fantasy of a 
science fiction writer but the coollv 
recollected obs('nat ions u·f 

Suffern lawyer. Warren 
.:.Berbit. 

Berbit. along with policemen. bu-
sinessnwn. school teachers. 
housewives and others. say they have 
seen strange objects n•cently in the 
skies over Rockland and Putnam 
counties . 

Some think thev have viewed uni-
dentified flying objects sent to earth 
from another galaxy to observe the 
large power plants in the area. 

Several UFOs have been reported 
o\·er Stony Point. just across the 
Hudson River from the Indian Point 
nuclear reactors . 

Others havt> been spotted over 
plants in Tomkins Cove and Haver-
straw. 

UFO seen 
in skies 
of Gaston 

But some scientists say that most 
of the reported sightings of silvery 
objects at sunset or flashing colored 
lights in the night sky are probably of 
airplanes, helicopters, bright stars or 
planets . 

It is possible that some of the 
sightings were of real UFOs, said Dr. 
William Donn, head of the Atmos-
pher-ic Science Program at the La-
mont-Doherty Geological Observa-
tory in Rockland County and a pro-
fessor of earth sciences at City Col-
l·ege. 

"But I can only vouch for the things 
I checked, and everything I investi-
gated I identified as a bright star or a 
planet." 

Many observers who thought they 
were seeing UFOs, Donn added. are 
"people who started looking at the 
sky and saw stars for the first time in 
their lives." 

Berbit. who has two engineering 
degrees and experience in aviation 
and who characterizes himself as 
"not too hysterical. and fairly objec-
tive." does not think it was two air-
planes that he saw over the horizon as 
he was pulling off the Gov . Thomas 
E. Dewey Thruway in early Sep-
tember. 

"I definitely looked at them. and I 
saw that it was not a natural pheno-
menon or anything I could explain," 
he said. 

If anyone can identify that 
unidentified flying object seen in the 
eastern sky for the past few nights, 
.Mrs. H.L. Amor of Lewis Rd. would 
!like to know. 

. "1 saw it first Monday night," she 
said, ''and then I saw it again Tuesday 
night and again last night. My 
husband also saw it and a friend of 
ours, too." 

6:30 p. m. as she was driving home 
about the intersection of Holland Ave. 
and Ransom St. She said that she 
watched it out of her car window most 
of the way home . 

She said she knew people would say 
it was their imaginations but 
"imaginations don't come in 
triplicate.'' 

She saw it again Tuesday night and 
again on Thursday night. 

The first two nights it was located 
in the sky but that on 
Thursday it was directly in the east. 
Thursday night, it took off and moved 
to the south. 

Dan Cetrone in the neighboring 
Rockland County community of 
Tomkins Cove. who insists that he is 
"no kook," says the objects "are ob-
viously extraterrestrial and are pre-
paring for an eventual contact here." 

Cetrone, publisher of The Rockland 
County Almanac. lives in a white 
house at the top of Buckberg Moun-
tain Road. 

His terrace commands a view of 
the Hudson, and both he and his wile, 
Barbara. say they have observed se-
veral cylindrical flying objects with 
red, green and white flashing lights. 
which hover awhile, then turn sharp-
ly and disappear. 

The UFOs. Cetrone theorized, are 
probably dn.wn to the area by the 
nuclear ptan1 s. 

They are part of a cycle of UFO 
appearance' that peaks every 61 
months, he said. 

Reports of possible sightings in the 
county reached a peak of about 100 
during a three-week period around 
the end of August. 

Of the nine confirmed UFO sight-
ings in Stony Point attested to by 
police officers, one officer said he 
had been on the scene of five. 

Each object, he said, "first ap-
peared to be a star, but when I looked 
through a telescope, I could see red 
or green ligtrts rotating." 

They were observed by seven other 
Stony Point police officers. he added, 
who "all described exactly the same 
things.·· 

In his experience, he went on, most 
people are afraid to recognize a UFO. 

She said that the object had a 
central, larger light as a body and 
"had a lot of long legs lighted up." She 
said she first saw it Monday about 

She said that the object had white 
lights that went on and off "ever so 
often." 

If anyone else saw the UFO, please 
call The Gazette. 

HOW IT LOOKED- This is an artist's rendering 
of a UFO done from the descriptions of 

persons who claim they saw one. 


