
CIELO INSOLITO #6 7 

 

the descriptions provided 
by the people claiming to 
have seen the mysterious 
flying discs19. It was carried 
down a street in the 
afternoon of July 9 without 
arousing a single comment 
from pedestrians. The 
gadget was 24 inches in 
diameter and made from 
shiny aluminum, loaded with a burned-out radar 
tube, coils, and other business-like parts.  

That same July 9 another “retrieval” took place in 
North Hollywood, California, immediately 
becoming one of the most popular episodes of 
the 1947 wave, covered by hundreds of 
newspapers, often on the front page. Many of 
them published pictures of the “disc,” especially 
one depicting it on the desk of Fire Chief Wallace 
Newcomb, later used by magazines, including a 
popular weekly in 194920. Some firemen recovered 
a metal 30-inch disc-shaped object in a garden. 
According to an FBI report dated July 17, an 

unknown woman had called the local fire department reporting that a disc had 
dropped in her garden, where it began to flame. A truck was sent there and put out the 

flaming object with the fire 
hose; then it was taken to 
the fire station. Most 
newspapers reported Russell 
Long, a construction 
engineer, as the man who 
called the fire department 
to claim that a flashing and 
smoking disc had landed in 
his flower garden. The 
contraption was made of 

                                                   
19  Arizona Daily Star July 10, 1947 
20  Saturday Evening Post May 7, 1949 
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