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“strange.” They were crude or extremely crude homemade gadgets which even the 
most naive guy could not consider seriously today. But in 1947, although usually 
considered laughable, they were “accepted” and often introduced by the newspapers 
as a funny solution for those flying things reported in the sky. Nobody knew what the 
saucers were, so everything was possible, and they were a good chance to talk about 
them with something at hand. 

As told before, those crashed saucers were also 
thought as a way to naively solve the mystery and 
cash in the high rewards promised all around the 
country (from $1,000 to $8,000, which means 
something about between $11,500 and $92,000 at 
today’s values). One reward seems to have been paid 
in one case at least. On July 13 the Spokane Athletic 
Round Table would have paid a $ 1,.000 for a 
“reasonable facsimile” 7  of a disc. Four boys at the 
Washington state children’s home heard an explosion 
and rushed out to find a highly burnished disk lying in 
scorched grass, or in the trees near the home, 
according to a local newspaper publishing a 

photograph on its front page8. Likely it was just a funny way to exploit the news of the 
day to introduce a previously scheduled donation. The Round Table frequently made 
gifts to small schools and orphanages for sports programs, and the club’s members 
seemed to know just where to go to examine the disk. Later they announced that the 
money had to go toward construction of a new gymnasium for the orphan children. 

The desire to get the own name on the local newspaper and have a “real saucer” to 
show proudly to the friends were equally strong motivations to spend time in creating a 
gadget. It seems that people were making fun of finding and discussing those “crashed 
saucers.” Generally speaking, it was a sort of popular attraction, a cheap amusement 
not necessarily related to the idea of a secret weapon or another exotic source, 
although the technology was the driving concept of the crude models prepared by the 
pranksters. 

This article puts together a short visual history of some of those little flying saucers that 
amused many American readers during the summer of 1947, making extensive use of 
rare photographs usually published by obscure local American newspapers. I will deal 

                                                   
7  Walla Walla Union Bulletin July 15, 1947 
8  Spokane Daily Chronicle July 14, 1947 

Spokane Daily Chronicle July 14, 1947 


