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clothes, a hat beneath one arm and his left hand by his side, 
watching the crew working and running. They also saw flags, 
and another ship emerging from the west. There were vessels 
everywhere.

At about 6:00 PM the northern fleet was gone, leaving the 
southern ships behind. “After a little while a flat, round form, 
like a plate or a large man’s hat, came straight out of the sky, 
shining before their eyes in colors like the darkening moon, 
motionless above Saint Nicholas Church, where it remained 
until evening.” Frightened beyond words, the fishermen did 
not wait until the spectacle ended. They returned to their huts 
and over the next few days suffered from trembling and pain in 
their hands, feet, and elsewhere in their bodies.

“One of these f ishermen had been sick on his feet,” 
wrote the Berliner Ordinari und Postzeitungen, on April 10, 
1665. “All of the citizens who have observed this are reliable. 
Yesterday, Herr Colonel von der Wegck and Docter Gessman 
interrogated two of the six fishermen. May God change this 
miracle for the best.”

Francisci writes that scholars had wondered about these 
physical ailments without reaching any conclusion. He adds 
that he originally considered it a flight of fancy himself, “but 
since then the oceans have been stained with so much blood 
that it now appears as an omen to me.” Since Schefferus had 

because they were so terrified. An engraving of the event 
published by Francisci in 1680 (Figure 1) shows, next to ships 
and birds, an elliptical shape appearing through a hole in the 
clouds above a church spire.

The event was first recorded in Leipzig in 1665 (Figure 2), 
and then retold in 1671 by Johannes Schefferus (1621–1679) in 
his book Memorabilium Sueticae Gentis Exemplorum (Figure 
3). The latter was a source for the German polymath Erasmus 
Francisci (a.k.a. Erasmus Finx, 1627–1694) through whom the 
story gained a wider audience (Figure 4).

Francisci collected a series of news reports about the 
event. Although he admitted they did not agree in every 
detail, they make interesting reading. The men said that while 
they were out fishing at 2:00 PM on April 8, 1665, anchored 
near Barhöfft, a large flock of birds appeared in the heav-
ens. After moving in unison for a time they formed a shape 
“like a long passage in a house.” This became a warship that 
seemed to approach from the north, followed by countless 
other vessels. Then another group of large ships came from 
the south, heading northeast. Fire and smoke ensued as the 
two main ships sent cannonballs whizzing at each other, ter-
rifying the fishermen down below. The ship from the north 
then retreated, came back, and headed south. Two other fleets 
appeared from the west and the east, with smaller ships. When 
the smoke cleared, the fishermen could make out the bro-
ken masts of the southern fleet, and a man dressed in brown 

Figure 2. Eine abgebildete Beschreibung von dem wunderbarlichen 
Stralsundischen Lufft-Kriege und Schiff-streite (An illustrated Description 
of the miraculous Stralsund Air-wars and Ship-battles), Leipzig 1665. 

Figure 1. Francisci’s 1680 engraving of the event.


